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1. HEREWITH FULL TEXT ANTHONY LEWIS COLUMN, THURSDAY, FEB- 
RUARY 13, NYTIMES, HEADLINED "MR. KISSINGER'S WAR: II.'" 

2. WHY IS HENRY KISSINGER SO DETERMINED TO HOLD BACK THE 
PROCESS OF POLITICAL CHANGE AND ACCOMMODATION IN SOUTH 
VIETNAM-A PROCESS THAT EVEN RIGHT-WING VIETNAMESE WANT TO 
BEGIN? WHY DOES HE SUPPORT PRESIDENT THIEU IN HIS REFUSAL 

TO CARRY OUT THE POLITICAL TERMS OF THE 1973 PEACE AGREE- 
MENT? 

3. THE ANSWER GOES BACK TO THE WINTER OF 1969, WHEN 

MR. KISSINGER CAME TO WASHINGTON AS PRESIDENT NIXON’S AS- 
SISTANT. ONE OF THE FIRST THINGS HE DID WAS TO DISCUSS 
VIETNAM IN A SERIES OF SECRET MEETINGS WITH THE SOVIET 
AMBASSADOR, ANATOLY DOBRYNIN. MARVIN AND BERNARD KALB 
DISCLOSE THE MEETINGS IN THEIR BOOK, "KISSINGER," AND 
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REPORT THAT MR. KISSINGER MADE "VEILED THREATS" OF TOUGH 
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MEASURES AGAINST NORTH VIETNAM. BUT THEY DO NOT INDICATE 
HOW TOUGH. 

4. MR. KISSINGER TOLD AMBASSADOR DOBRYNIN THAT THE NIXON 
ADMINISTRATION WOULD NOT HESITATE TO DESTROY NORTH VIETNAM 
IF NECESSARY-NECESSARY TO PRESERVE A NON-COMMUNIST GOVERN- 
MENT IN SAIGON. HE MADE CLEAR THAT THIS WAS A BASIC 
AMERICAN PRICE FOR DETENTE: THE SOVIETS WOULD BE EXPECTED 
TO HELP ACHIEVE A VIETNAM SETTLEMENT LEAVING THE SAIGON 
GOVERNMENT IN POWER, OR AT LEAST TO TOLERATE WHATEVER 
MEASURES THE AMERICANS USED. 

5. THE RUSSIANS IMPLICITLY ACCEPTED THAT PRICE. THEY WERE 
UNSUCCESSFUL IN BRINGING PRESSURE ON HANOI FOR A SETTLEMENT 
AGREEABLE TO MR. KISSINGER. BUT THEY DID TOLERATE THE 
ROUGHEST AMERICAN MEASURES OF MILITARY ESCALATION: THE 
EXPANSION OF THE WAR INTO CAMBODIA, THE MINING OF HAIPHONG 
HARBOR, THE BOMBING OF HANOI. 

6. THAT BACKGROUND MAKES CLEAR WHY THE MAINTENANCE OF A 
STANCHLY ANTI-COMMUNIST GOVERNMENT IN SAIGON-AND IN 
PHNOM PENH-MATTERS SO MUCH TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE. HE 
HAS MADE IT A SYMBOL OF MANHOOD IN HIS DIPLOMACY. IF WE 
PERMIT A CHANGE THAT WE TOLD THE RUSSIANS WE WOULD NEVER 
PERMIT, HE REASONS, THEY WILL NOT TAKE US SERIOUSLY ON ANY 
ISSUE. 

7. SAIGON IS TOO WEAK TO NEGOTIATE NOW, MR. KISSINGER 
ARGUES. IN PRIVATE HE REPORTEDLY MAKES NO PRETENSE THAT 
THE SITUATION CAN REALLY BE TURNED AROUND- THAT THE THIEU 
REGIME CAN REGAIN THE MILITARY AND POLITICAL STRENGTH IT 
HAD TWO YEARS AGO. HE SIMPLY ARGUES THAT WE MUST HANG 
ON, PREVENTING CHANGE IN SAIGON BY WHATEVER MEANS FOR AS 
LONG AS POSSIBLE. 

8. ONE STRIKING THING ABOUT THE KISSINGER POSITION IS HOW 
LITTLE IT HAS TO DO WITH THE WISHES OF THE VIETNAMESE OR 
THE CAMBODIANS. THEY MUST GO ON WITH A WAR, HOWEVER 
DESTRUCTIVE, BECAUSE THE END RESULT OF THE POLITICAL 
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ALTERNATIVE MIGHT WEAKEN HENRY KISSINGER'S DIPLOMATIC 
POSTURE VIS-A-VIS THE SOVIET UNION. 

9. A SECOND NOTABLE ASPECT IS HOW THE COMMITMENT TO A 
PARTICULAR OUTCOME IN VIETNAM AND CAMBODIA— AN OUTCOME 
ATTAINABLE ONLY BY PERPETUAL WAR-CONFLICTS WITH THE IMAGE 
OF HIMSELF THAT MR. KISSINGER CONVEYED OVER THE YEARS TO 
PEOPLE WHO OPPOSED THE WAR. HE MADE THEM THINK THAT HE 
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WANTED TO END THE FIGHTING AND THE AMERICAN ROLE IN INDO- 
CHINA, BUT THAT HE HAD TO CONTEND WITH HAWKISH ELEMENTS 
INSIDE THE ADMINISTRATION. 

10. AFTER THE INVASION OF CAMBODIA IN 1970, HE TOLD SOME 
FRIENDS WHO URGED HIM TO RESIGN IN PROTEST: "SUPPOSE I 
WENT IN AND TOLD THE PRESIDENT I WAS RESIGNING. HE COULD 
HAVE A HEART ATTACK AND YOU'D HAVE SPIRO AGNEW AS PRESI- 
DENT. DO YOU WANT THAT?" THE NECESSARY IMPLICATION WAS 
THAT HE PERSONALLY SHARED THEIR DOUBTS ABOUT CAMBODIA. 

HE DID NOT. 

1 1 . THERE IS A THIRD STRIKING THING ABOUT MR. KISSINGER'S 
DECISION, SO FATEFUL FOR THE PEOPLE OF INDOCHINA AND THE 
UNITED STATES, TO MAKE VIETNAM HIS SYMBOL OF STRENGTH. HE 
TOOK THE DECISION WITHOUT CONSULTING CONGRESS-OR EVEN 
INFORMING IT OF HIS TRUE THINKING. 

12. HE COMPLAINS ABOUT LEGISLATION RESTRICTING HIS FREE- 
DOM OF ACTION. BUT CONGRESS HAS OBVIOUSLY BEEN DRIVEN TO 
THAT BY ITS FEELING THAT THIS SECRETARY OF STATE, MORE 

THAN ANY IN MEMORY, SECRETLY COMMITS THE COUNTRY TO DOUBT- 
FUL PROPOSITIONS. EVEN WHEN CONGRESS DOES SET GUIDELINES, 

HE IS ADEPT AT SLITHERING PAST THEM. IF A LAW LIMITS THE 
USE OF AIR FORCE PLANES AND PERSONNEL IN CAMBODIA, THE NEXT 
THING YOU KNOW PLANES HAVE BEEN "CHARTERED” THROUGH A 
PRIVATE COMPANY- WITHOUT CHARGE. 

13. RESENTMENT AT SLIPPERY TACTICS AND DECEPTION IS 
CATCHING UP WITH MR. KISSINGER. IT EXPLAINS THE REMARKA- 
BLE SPEECH MADE THE OTHER DAY BY SENATOR ADLAI STEVENSON 
3D, A MILD MAN AND CENTRIST DEMOCRAT. HE SAID CONGRESS 
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HAD BECOME PART OF A KISSINGER "PERSONALITY CULT, CHARMED 
AT DINNER PARTIES, DAZZLED BY THE DISINGENUOUS INTELLECT." 
ONLY NOW, HE SAID, HAD CONGRESS STARTED TO SEE "THE ERRORS 
OF PERSONAL SECRET DIPLOMACY AND THE DANGERS OF LIAISONS 
WITH ROTTING TOTALITARIAN REGIMES." 

14. THE GREAT MYSTERY IS WHY HENRY KISSINGER, WITH ALL 

THE IMPORTANT THINGS HE HAD AND HAS TO DO FOR THIS COUNTRY, 
CHOSE TO MAKE A SYMBOL OF VIETNAM, THAT GRAVEYARD OF 
REPUTATIONS. IN ANY EVENT, THE TIME HAS COME FOR CONGRESS 
TO SEE THAT AMERICAN CIVILIZATION IS NOT SYMBOLIZED BY 
ENDLESS WAR IN INDOCHINA. END TEXT. INGERSOLL 
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